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The study evaluates the cultural achievements 

that define Qin Shi Huang's legacy, notably the 

Terracotta Army and monumental constructions 

like the Great Wall. Beyond the archaeological 

marvels, the paper probes the controversies 

surrounding his rule, including harsh legal 

measures, the suppression of Confucianism, and 

the burning of books. Modern perspectives offer a 

nuanced reevaluation of his legacy in 

contemporary China, exploring the relevance of 

his governance structures and the cultural 

significance of his achievements in the 21st 

century. Qin Shi Huang's influence on subsequent 

dynasties, particularly the Han, is scrutinized, 

highlighting the enduring elements of his 

governance that shaped Chinese political thought. 

The abstract concludes by emphasizing the 

continued relevance of Qin Shi Huang's legacy, 

providing insights into the complexities of 

leadership, governance, and the continuity of 

Chinese history. As debates surrounding his 

legacy persist, Qin Shi Huang remains an 

enigmatic figure whose historical significance 

extends beyond his time, contributing to a 

dynamic discourse on China's past and its 

implications for the present and future. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of China, stands as a transformative 

figure in Chinese history, leaving a lasting impact that reverberates through 
millennia. This comprehensive exploration delves into the multifaceted 
dimensions of his rule, assessing his achievements, controversies, and enduring 
legacy. From his early life in the tumultuous Warring States period to the 
unification of China through ambitious military campaigns, Qin Shi Huang's 
journey unfolds against a backdrop of political intrigue and strategic brilliance. 
The examination of his governance reveals the imprint of Legalist philosophy, 
with centralization, administrative reforms, and standardized systems shaping 
the Qin Dynasty's brief but impactful existence. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 

Born around 259 BCE, Qin Shi Huang became a powerful character in 
Chinese history known for his audacious plans and enduring influence on the 
course of the country (Li, 2015, p. 45). Qin Shi Huang, who grew up during the 
turbulent Warring States era, successfully negotiated the intricate political 
system to become the first emperor of a united China in 221 BCE (Yang, 2018, p. 
78). His upbringing and political career have given him important insights into 
the historical background that influenced his administration. 

The architect of China's first imperial dynasty, the Qin Dynasty, and his 
contributions to the country's unification make Qin Shi Huang significant (Xu, 
2017, p. 112). His influence lasts for millennia, impacting succeeding dynasties 
and forming the fundamentals of Chinese identity, culture, and governance. A 
crucial period in China's history, Qin Shi Huang's reign signaled the country's 
shift from regional fragmentation to consolidated imperial power. 

This paper seeks to evaluate Qin Shi Huang's legacy in its entirety by 
looking at his life, leadership, contributions to culture, conflicts, and enduring 
impact on succeeding dynasties. The aim is to present a comprehensive analysis 
of the first emperor's diverse influence on Chinese history. This dissertation aims 
to provide a detailed exploration of Qin Shi Huang's complicated legacy and its 
lasting significance for the development of Chinese civilization by examining 
historical documents, scholarly studies, and archaeological findings. 
 
METHODOLOGY 

The study evaluates the cultural achievements that define Qin Shi Huang's 
legacy, notably the Terracotta Army and monumental constructions like the 
Great Wall. Beyond the archaeological marvels, the paper probes the 
controversies surrounding his rule, including harsh legal measures, the 
suppression of Confucianism, and the burning of books. 

 
RESEARCH RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Early Life and Rise to Power 

The life of Qin Shi Huang started out simply enough. He was born into 
the Qin dynasty amid a time of great political unrest. His birth in 259 BCE to the 
Qin nobleman and concubine Zhao Ji signaled the beginning of a life that would 
ultimately change the direction of Chinese history (Wu, 2016, p. 23). His early 
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years were marked by the ongoing fight for survival and control among regional 
powers because he was raised during the unstable Warring States era. 

The Seven Warring States were engaged in intense rivalry and warfare 
throughout the early years of Qin Shi Huang's political career. The Qin state, 
which was located in western China, was always in danger from its neighbors. 
The young Qin Shi Huang's conception of statecraft and worldview were greatly 
influenced by the instability and wars that prevailed at the time (Chen, 2019, p. 
56). Under the complex conditions of power battles and strategic alliances, his 
political acumen was shaped.ers. 

The ascent of Qin Shi Huang to the throne was facilitated by a number of 
important events. His mother Zhao Ji, who strategically navigated the intricate 
political intrigues inside the Qin court, was one important aspect (Li & Wang, 
2020, p. 89). Moreover, Qin Shi Huang's early military campaigns demonstrated 
his own intelligence and military prowess. His standing as a strong leader was 
further cemented by his capacity to win over powerful advisors and generals 
(Zhang, 2017, p. 112). The final declaration of him as the first emperor of a united 
China was made possible by the convergence of these causes. 

In conclusion, the tumultuous Warring States period, the geopolitical 
difficulties the Qin kingdom faced, and the strategic choices made by influential 
members of his inner circle all influenced Qin Shi Huang's early life and ascent 
to power. Knowing these early years is essential to understanding the intentions 
and deeds that shaped Qin Shi Huang's subsequent rule.. 
 
Unification of China  

China was united under Qin Shi Huang's leadership, a tremendous 
accomplishment brought about by a string of military expeditions and conquests. 
His audacious military campaigns sought to overthrow local governments and 
create a unified government under the Qin Dynasty (Yuan, 2018, p. 134). Qin Shi 
Huang was able to defeat competitor states including Han, Zhao, Wei, Chu, Yan, 
and Qi because to his ruthless efficiency and strategic acumen during the 
campaigns. His military strategist reputation was cemented by his battlefield 
victories, which also helped to pave the road for China's unification in 221 BCE 
(Chang, 2015, p. 76). 

After uniting the realm, Qin Shi Huang focused on internal governance, 
enacting extensive changes to unify writing systems, laws, and currencies. the 
implementation of a unified legal code with the goal of creating central authority 
and consistency (Feng, 2019, p. 102). In order to facilitate trade and promote a 
sense of national cohesion, currency was standardized (Li, 2017, p. 45). 
Furthermore, the promotion of the small seal script as an example of a 
standardized writing system was intended to improve administrative efficiency 
and communication throughout the large empire (Wang, 2020, p. 89). 

The Great Wall of China is one of the most recognizable images of Qin Shi 
Huang's rule. In addition to serving as a line of protection against outside threats, 
the Wall represented the might and enduring power of the Qin Dynasty. The 
massive undertaking, which employed hundreds of thousands of laborers, 
demonstrated the centralized government of Qin Shi Huang's logistical prowess 
(Du & Liu, 2018, p. 120). In order to promote economic connectedness and 
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effective transportation, Qin Shi Huang started a number of infrastructure 
projects outside the Great Wall, such as standardizing roads and canals (Yang, 
2016, p. 56). 

In conclusion, a mix of military conquests, internal standardizing 
initiatives, and large-scale infrastructural projects led to the unification of China 
under Qin Shi Huang. These actions not only made the Qin Dynasty the 
dominant force in ancient China, but they also had a long-lasting effect on the 
political system, the economy, and the cultural identity of the country. 
 
Legalism and Governance 

Legalist doctrine, which supported rigid adherence to the law and the 
consolidation of power in the hands of a single authority, had a significant impact 
on Qin Shi Huang's reign (Li, 2016, p. 78). Legalism, with its focus on absolute 
power and severe penalties, was in line with Qin Shi Huang's idea of a powerful, 
cohesive China. The emperor's style of government was especially influenced by 
the legalist philosopher Han Feizi. By putting an emphasis on the supremacy of 
the state and the emperor's absolute authority, Qin Shi Huang established a 
highly centralized and authoritarian system of government by implementing 
Legalist ideas (Duyvendak, 2018, p. 102). 

Qin Shi Huang implemented administrative reforms to guarantee the 
effectiveness of the imperial bureaucracy and to consolidate authority. He 
eliminated the feudal system and put in place a centralized government. As a 
result of this restructure, obedient officials were appointed using meritocratic 
procedures as opposed to family connections (Yao, 2017, p. 115). The 
standardization of weights and measures was one of Qin Shi Huang's 
administrative reforms that improved economic regularity and made state 
control easier (Loewe, 2019, p. 92). With the creation of commanderies and 
prefectures, the emperor's dedication to centralization achieved its pinnacle and 
made direct imperial authority over local governance possible. 

There is historical disagreement on Qin Shi Huang's governance policies' 
efficacy. The harsh measures and autocratic control also caused widespread 
hatred among the populace, even though his Legalist approach brought about 
political stability and homogeneity (Chao, 2020, p. 68). Discontent was further 
stoked by the persecution of Confucianism and the burning of books in an effort 
to eradicate dissent and intellectual opposition (Xing, 2015, p. 54). Furthermore, 
social inequality was facilitated by the Legalist system's rigidity, which also made 
it more difficult for the emperor to address underlying social and economic 
problems. 

It is crucial to consider the short history of the Qin Dynasty when 
evaluating Qin Shi Huang's rule. Despite its short-lived success, the emperor's 
judicial and administrative reforms paved the way for other dynasties, 
particularly the Han, to modify and adapt certain features of Qin governance 
(Hsu, 2018, p. 120). The enduring consequences of these reforms suggest that they 
were somewhat successful in changing the direction of Chinese governance. 

In conclusion, Qin Shi Huang's reign was a watershed in Chinese history 
and was heavily influenced by Legalist philosophy. The intricate legacy left by 
the acceptance of Legalist ideas, administrative reforms, and authority 
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centralization—all of which contributed to both stability and unrest—continues 
to be examined and discussed by historians. 
 
Cultural Achievements and Legacy 

Among Qin Shi Huang's most renowned cultural achievements is the 
building of the amazing archaeological marvel known as the Terracotta Army. 
Found in 1974 close to the emperor's mausoleum, this massive army of life-sized 
clay warriors, horses, and chariots was discovered. It bears witness to the 
greatness of Qin Shi Huang's aspirations and the depth of his imperial desires 
(Portal, 2017, p. 88). Along with his military prowess, the emperor's desire for an 
eternal presence in the afterlife is symbolized by the wonderfully detailed 
Terracotta Army. The meticulous craftsmanship that went into its production 
reflects the artistic and scientific superiority of the Qin Dynasty. 

Qin Shi Huang's impact on Chinese culture, art, and architecture extends 
beyond the Terracotta Army. The enormous structures he constructed 
profoundly altered the geography of the nation. The lavishness of the emperor's 
mausoleum, which comprises a complex system of subterranean palaces, 
highlights his commitment to immortality and divine authority (Dien, 2019, p. 
112). Moreover, the endeavors to harmonize writing systems and currency had a 
noteworthy cultural influence that fostered linguistic unity and economic unity 
(Loewe, 2013, p. 76). The Great Wall came to represent the tenacity and resilience 
of Chinese civilization, despite its primary purpose being defense. 

The resounding emblems of Qin Shi Huang's legacy have persisted over 
the years, irrevocably changing Chinese history and identity. The Terracotta 
Army, which dates back more than two millennia, is a significant archaeological 
discovery as well as a powerful symbol of imperial might (Yuan & Lü, 2016, p. 
45). The army is not only significant historically but also attracts millions of 
tourists annually as a global representation of Chinese civilization. 

Literature and philosophy both demonstrate the impact on Chinese 
culture. Suppressing Confucianism and burning literature were two methods 
used during Qin Shi Huang's rule to destroy intellectual resistance (Duyvendak, 
2018, p. 102). Ironically, however, the efforts of succeeding dynasties to revive 
Confucian norms and restore destroyed manuscripts led to a renewed interest in 
cultural legacy and knowledge preservation. 

Architectural icons of imperial might and resolution still include the Great 
Wall and Qin Shi Huang's mausoleum. The fact that massive construction 
projects have been undertaken by Chinese monarchs throughout history, with 
each one seeking to make a permanent impression on the terrain, is a testament 
to the impact these undertakings had on the dynasties that followed. 

In summary, Qin Shi Huang's artistic and architectural 
accomplishments—ranging from the Terracotta Army to architectural 
wonders—have had a lasting influence on Chinese culture. In addition to 
expressing the emperor's lofty vision, the enduring symbols of his legacy also 
continue to influence how people view Chinese identity and history. 
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Controversies and Criticisms 
The imposition of severe laws and penalties during Qin Shi Huang's reign 

is indicative of the Legalist philosophy's influence on his leadership (Yuan, 2018, 
p. 145). The emperor created a legal system with harsh punishments for even 
little infractions in an effort to keep tight control over his subjects. Public 
executions, mutilations, and forced labor were among the punishments used to 
instill fear and obedience (Duyvendak, 2018, p. 115). Despite the fact that these 
actions were taken to restore order, the populace was deeply offended by them. 

The imposition of harsh restrictions created a stifling atmosphere that 
stifled criticism and dissent and impeded the dissemination of ideas and 
creativity. Critics contend that Qin Shi Huang's goal of stability was undermined 
by the onerous legal measures, which in the end led to civil discontent (Wu, 2016, 
p. 56). 

The infamous burning of books and professors, along with the persecution 
of Confucianism, were problematic aspects of Qin Shi Huang's leadership. 
Because Confucianism placed more emphasis on morality and allegiance to the 
emperor than it did on strict obedience, the emperor saw it as a possible source 
of rebellion (Loewe, 2019, p. 120). He commanded the burning of Confucian 
writings and the execution of academics who disagreed with the officially 
sanctioned ideology in 213 BCE. 

Not only did later historians criticize the suppression of Confucianism and 
the burning of intellectual works, but they also bemoaned the loss of important 
cultural heritage and scholarly knowledge (Chang, 2015, p. 90). Most people 
believe that the act of burning books and persecuting intellectuals was a harsh 
and ill-advised tactic that impeded the advancement of intellectual thought at 
that era. 

Recognizing the authoritarian character of Qin Shi Huang's authority and 
the ensuing social and cultural effects is necessary in order to evaluate the 
negative aspects of his reign. The emperor's attempts at centralization produced 
a fear-based atmosphere that inhibited free speech and creativity but also 
temporarily brought about stability. In addition to resulting in the loss of 
important knowledge, the persecution of Confucianism and the burning of books 
had a long-lasting effect on the intellectual climate of ancient China (Dien, 2019, 
p. 78). 

Critics contend that although being successful in consolidating power, Qin 
Shi Huang's harsh methods alienated a sizable portion of the populace. Enforcing 
uniformity by stringent legal measures and ideological conformity led to the 
emergence of animosity, ultimately contributing to the Qin Dynasty's downfall. 

In conclusion, Qin Shi Huang's reign is a subject of controversy and 
criticism because of its harsh legal policies, suppression of intellectual and 
cultural diversity, and short-term stability at the expense of long-term societal 
growth. Although the emperor's accomplishments are remarkable, historians 
and academics are still examining and debating his contentious practices and 
policies. 
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Qin Shi Huang's Death and Aftermath  
There is still much mystery and conjecture surrounding Qin Shi Huang's 

death. According to historical records, he passed away in 210 BCE while traveling 
to the eastern region of his realm. According to some reports, he took mercury 
pills that were thought to give him immortality and as a result died from mercury 
poisoning (Portal, 2017, p. 112). Some suggest natural causes or assassination. 
The mystery surrounding Qin Shi Huang's demise is exacerbated by the absence 
of a convincing and generally acknowledged narrative. 

After Qin Shi Huang passed away, a difficult succession issue developed. 
After taking the throne, his son Qin Er Shi had to deal with both external and 
internal opposition. Both authorities and the general public were unhappy as a 
result of the late emperor's harsh rule and restrictive policies. Rebellions 
spearheaded by local military leaders and uprisings driven by public discontent 
accelerated the fall of the Qin Dynasty (Chang, 2015, p. 120). Four years after Qin 
Shi Huang's demise, in 207 BCE, the Qin Dynasty collapsed, bringing an end to 
a short but significant period of imperial rule. 

The intricacy of Qin Shi Huang's legacy is reflected in the diversity of 
historical accounts and interpretations of his reign. Confucian attitudes permeate 
traditional Chinese historical records, which frequently blame the emperor for 
his harsh policies, autocratic reign, and repression of intellectual and cultural 
diversity. Sima Qian's "Records of the Grand Historian" offers a balanced 
perspective, pointing out both the good and bad aspects of the emperor's rule 
(Sima, 2016, p. 78). 

Contemporary perspectives credit Qin Shi Huang as a pivotal individual 
who established the foundation for a unified China, while simultaneously 
acknowledging the disputes and inadequacies of his governance. New historical 
narratives emerged with the fall of the Qin Dynasty, with succeeding dynasties 
presenting their own interpretations of the first emperor's influence on Chinese 
history. 

In conclusion, the various historical narratives around this mysterious 
figure are shaped by the events surrounding his death, the turbulent succession, 
and the fall of the Qin Dynasty, which in turn affects how he is remembered and 
understood in the annals of Chinese history. 
 
Influence on Subsequent Dynasties 

Qin Shi Huang left a lasting and significant impression on later dynasties, 
especially the Han Dynasty. The fall of the Qin Dynasty not only made room for 
the Han to ascend to power, but it also had a long-lasting effect on their systems 
of government and administration (Loewe, 2013, p. 98). Despite being skeptical 
of Qin Shi Huang's strict rule, Emperor Gaozu of the Han Dynasty accepted and 
modified several aspects of the Qin system in order to consolidated power and 
create a centralized government. The Han Dynasty was stable and long-lasting 
because the Han emperors adopted meritocratic principles when appointing 
officials—a process that was started by Qin Shi Huang (Yuan, 2018, p. 165). 

Analyzing the ways in which Qin Shi Huang's policies influenced Chinese 
governance demonstrates that there was a dual legacy of authoritarianism and 
centralization. For succeeding dynasties, Qin Shi Huang's administrative 
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reforms—which included standardizing laws, money, and writing systems—
established a standard (Chang, 2015, p. 145). The persistence of the idea of a 
single legal code and uniform administrative procedures supported the 
continuity and coherence of Chinese governance. But there were drawbacks to 
the concentration of power as well; the Han Dynasty struggled to strike a balance 
between imperial authority and provincial autonomy. 

The effectiveness and adaptability of Chinese administration systems 
were aided by the meritocratic ideas that Qin Shi Huang implemented. This 
practice of selecting officials based on competency rather than inherited status 
persisted through several dynasties (Yao, 2017, p. 132). Although later leaders 
improved and adjusted these administrative procedures, Qin Shi Huang's 
fundamental principles significantly influenced the course of Chinese 
government for millennia. 

The notion of a unified China has been shaped by Qin Shi Huang in ways 
other than his administrative reforms. A feeling of national identity and cultural 
cohesion were promoted by the emperor's efforts to unify the Warring States and 
to standardize practices (Portal, 2017, p. 132). Even though it was built mainly for 
defensive purposes, the Great Wall came to represent the idea of a contained and 
safe Chinese kingdom, which shaped ideas about territorial integrity for 
generations to come. 

Qin Shi Huang introduced the concept of a centralized state led by a 
powerful ruler, which later became a recurrent topic in Chinese political theory. 
The fundamental idea of a united China ruled by a strong central authority 
endured, even when succeeding dynasties changed the government framework 
(Loewe, 2019, p. 145). The permanent emblem of imperial power, strengthened 
by the magnificent constructions and lofty goals of Qin Shi Huang, influenced 
the political rhetoric and ambitions of emperors throughout Chinese history. 

In summary, Qin Shi Huang's impact on other dynasties may be seen in 
the way that governing structures, administrative procedures, and the idea of a 
single China are conceptualized. Even if his legacy has mixed feelings, his reign's 
lasting influence is still shaping China's political climate and historical narrative. 
 
Modern Perspectives on Qin Shi Huang 

he legacy of Qin Shi Huang has been reevaluated in modern China to 
reflect shifting political dynamics and sentiments. Although conventional 
historical accounts have predominantly highlighted the autocratic features of his 
governance, contemporary viewpoints recognize the nuanced nature of his 
influence. Some saw him as a visionary leader who appreciated the 
administrative reforms that aided in the unity of the country and established the 
groundwork for a united China. Some, however, stress out the long-term 
detrimental effects of his severe techniques and the repression of intellectual 
diversity. The controversy surrounding his legacy reflects larger debates over 
identity, leadership, and the influence of the past on China's present and future. 

The 21st century has several dimensions to the cultural and historical 
relevance of Qin Shi Huang. His creations, including the Great Wall and the 
Terracotta Army, continue to enthrall audiences across the world and bring in 
millions of tourists each year. These artistic marvels stand in for China's 
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advanced technology and rich cultural legacy. Furthermore, his effect on 
governance frameworks shapes current debates about meritocracy, 
centralization, and statecraft. Qin Shi Huang's legacy continues to be studied as 
China negotiates its place in the world, offering insights into the historical 
continuity of the country and the challenges of leadership. 

In order to comprehend Qin Shi Huang's significance, comparisons with 
other significant historical figures—both inside and outside of China—provide a 
more comprehensive framework. His emphasis on imperial authority and 
centralized leadership make him comparable to other authoritarian leaders 
throughout history, igniting debates about the benefits and drawbacks of such 
forms of government. The lessons from Qin Shi Huang's reign can be examined 
by academics and policymakers to help them navigate the difficulties of 
leadership. Drawing parallels between Alexander the Great and Augustus 
Caesar brings to emphasize the distinctive qualities and accomplishments of each 
leader, promoting an international conversation about the many paths taken by 
historical civilizations and their continuing influence on the modern world. 

To sum up, contemporary viewpoints on Qin Shi Huang include a 
nuanced reassessment of his historical and cultural significance, as well as 
similarities with other significant historical personalities. These viewpoints add 
to a lively conversation that guides conversations about identity, leadership in 
the twenty-first century, and governance. 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

There is no denying Qin Shi Huang's enduring influence on Chinese 
history. He was the first emperor to unite China, therefore his legacy goes beyond 
building colossal buildings and winning wars. The nation's identity is forever 
altered by the administrative reforms, standardization initiatives, and cultural 
triumphs like the Terracotta Army. Even though his reign was contentious, it 
marks a pivotal time that helped pave the way for later dynasties. 

The dual nature of Qin Shi Huang's legacy—embracing both the 
accomplishments and controversies of his rule—makes it relevant for 
comprehending Chinese history. His administrative reforms and attempts at 
centralization gave rise to a model of government that influenced leaders for 
generations. On the other hand, the severe laws and repression of dissent serve 
as warning tales that influence Chinese political thought's debates over how to 
strike a balance between authority and personal freedom. 

A balanced viewpoint is essential when evaluating Qin Shi Huang's 
historical significance. Despite its complexity, his influence highlights the 
complicated interactions that exist between culture, government, and power. 
Scholars and enthusiasts alike struggle to reconcile the visionary features of his 
administration with the dictatorial techniques used as modern viewpoints shift. 
As a representation of China's historical continuity, Qin Shi Huang prompts 
continuing discussions about the challenges of leadership and the enduring 
legacies that influence the country's course. 

Ultimately, Qin Shi Huang is revealed as more than just a historical 
person; rather, he is a key player who influenced the story of ancient China. His 
illustrious and contentious legacy continues to captivate and ponder, providing 
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valuable perspectives on the nature of leadership, governance, and the lasting 
resilience of Chinese civilization. 
  
ADVANCED RESEARCH 

In writing this article the researcher realizes that there are still many 
shortcomings in terms of language, writing, and form of presentation 
considering the limited knowledge and abilities of the researchers themselves. 
Therefore, for the perfection of the article, the researcher expects constructive 
criticism and suggestions from various parties. 
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