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This research is motivated by indications of 
money political practices that occur in every 
election, one of which is the 2024 legislative 
member election in Medan City. Indications of 
election fraud are proven by data released by the 
Coalition to Reject Fraudulent Elections in 2024 
which stated that one of the violations in 
legislative elections was the practice of money 
politics. The practice of money politics that occurs 
in Indonesia, especially in the city of Medan, can 
threaten the political development process which 
will ultimately thwart democracy in Indonesia. 
One part that has a role in changing Indonesia's 
democratic system for the better is Generation Z. 
This background is the basis for the importance of 
research that is able to analyze the form and 
distribution pattern of money politics among 
Generation Z and the reasons why the practice of 
money politics occurs among Generation Z during 
elections. legislature in 2024 as well as prevention 
analysis practice money politics in every election, 
especially for generation Z. This research was 
conducted using descriptive qualitative methods 
with in-depth interview techniques and Focus 
Group Discussion. The results obtained are that 
the form of money politics is divided into two, 
namely direct transactions and indirect 
transactions. The distribution pattern of political 
money among generation Z begins with data 
collection by the success team, giving political 
money in halls, shops, eating places, or delivered 
home to the bus counter. The time for giving 
political money is the day before the election, the 
evening before the election, the morning before 
the election and the morning or afternoon after the 
election 
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INTRODUCTION 
General Elections, hereinafter referred to as elections, are a means of 

people's sovereignty to elect members of the legislature, namely the People's 
Representative Council, members of the Regional Representative Council, 
members of the Regional People's Representative Council which are carried out 
directly, generally, freely, secretly, honestly and fairly in the Unitary State of the 
Republic of Indonesia based on the Pancasila Constitution of the Republic of 
Indonesia in 1945. Indonesia as a democratic country makes elections as proof of 
the country's democracy which is carried out routinely every five years for the 
president, vice president, DPR and DPD. Elections are the implementation of 
people's sovereignty in the regions specifically and in Indonesia in general. The 
legislative institution is a government institution tasked with making laws and 
overseeing the implementation of laws that have been approved.  

The main purpose of the legislative institution is to carry out legislative 
functions which include the formation of laws and supervision of the 
implementation of laws. In addition, the legislative institution also aims to 
strengthen and maintain democracy, represent the voice of the people and 
become a forum for channeling people's aspirations. All of these goals are to 
improve people's welfare through the formation of laws that are in favor of the 
people's interests, maintain a balance of power between government institutions 
in the checks and balances system and strengthen relations between the 
government and the people through the legislative path. This explanation 
illustrates the importance of the role of the legislative institution in the 
government system in Indonesia.  

The concept inherent in the legislature is as a representative of the people 
who upholds the interests of the people above personal or group interests. The 
election of legislative members has just been held, namely on February 14, 2024 
simultaneously throughout Indonesia. The allocation of legislative member seats 
in the legislative election in February 2024 is 20,614 seats throughout Indonesia. 
At the national level, the DPR member seats contested are 580 seats, while the 
DPD seats contested are 152 seats. At the provincial level, the seats contested for 
DPRD I members are 2,372 seats. At the Regency/City level, the seats contested 
for DPRD II members are 17,510 seats. 
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Table 1. List of Legislative Member Needs in 2024 

No Level Institution 
Seats 

Contested 

1 National 

House of 

Representatives 

(DPR) 

580 

Regional 

Representative 

Council (DPD) 

152 

2 Province 

Regional 

Representative 

Council I (DPRD I) 

2.372 

3 Regency/City 

Regional 

Representative 

Council II (DPRD 

II) 

17.510 

Source: General Election Commission, 2024 
 

In the February 2024 legislative elections, the Medan City DPRD election 
competed for 50 Medan City DPRD seats from 5 electoral districts or electoral 
districts. In the Medan City 1 electoral district there are 8 seats, Medan City 2 has 
12 seats, Medan City 3 has 8 seats, Medan City 4 has 10 seats and Medan City 5 
has 12 seats. 

Table 2. Number of Medan City DPRD in the 2024 Election 

No Electoral District 
Name 

Number of 
Seats 

1 Medan City 1 8 

2 Medan City 2 12 

3 Medan City 3 8 

4 Medan City 4 10 

5 Medan City 5 12 

Source: General Election Commission, 2024 
 
Meanwhile, based on data provided by the Medan City General Election 

Commission, 830 prospective legislative candidates (bacaleg) for the Medan 
DPRD have been registered. Of the 830 total bacaleg participants who registered, 
the number of bacaleg with male gender dominates with a distribution of 541 
people and 289 other people are female (Detiksumut, August 21, 2023). The 
following is a table showing the number of bacaleg in the city of Medan in 
February 2024. 
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Table 3. Number of Legislative Candidates in Each Electoral District Based on 

Party 

No Party of Origin 
Number of Legislative Candidates in 

Each Electoral District Total 
1 2 3 4 5 

1 PKB 7 9 12 10 12 50 

2 Gerindra 7 9 12 10 12 50 

3 PDIP 7 9 12 10 12 50 

4 Golkar 7 9 12 10 12 50 

5 Nasdem 7 9 12 10 12 50 

6 Partai Buruh 7 9 12 10 12 50 

7 Partai Gelora 7 9 12 10 12 50 

8 PKS 7 9 12 10 12 50 

9 Partai Kebangkitan 
Nusantara 

7 9 12 10 12 50 

10 Hanura 7 9 12 10 12 50 

11 Partai Garuda 3 0 1 3 1 8 

12 PAN 7 9 12 10 12 50 

13 PBB 1 4 4 6 7 22 

14 Demokrat 7 9 12 10 12 50 

15 PSI 7 9 12 10 12 50 

16 Perindo 7 9 12 10 12 50 

17 PPP 7 9 12 10 12 50 

18 Partai Umat 7 9 12 10 12 50 

 Total 116 148 197 169 200 830 

Source: Detiksumut, 2023 
 

The number of participants as many as 830 people competed for only 50 
available legislative seats. So the probability of victory owned by the legislative 
candidate is 6.02%. The legislative candidate will be elected as a member of the 
Medan City DPRD if they are able to obtain the first, second, third and 
subsequent most valid votes obtained according to the number of political party 
seats in the relevant electoral district (table 2 regarding the number of Medan 
City DPRD in 2024). 

One of the ways to win voters' votes carried out by legislative candidates is 
by campaigning. Aspinal and Berenschot (2019) explain how a legislative 
candidate and his campaign team hold a campaign to elect legislative candidates. 
One of the series of events in the campaign is providing t-shirts, lunch, and cash 
worth IDR 200,000 to campaign participants. This statement is supported by 
research conducted by Prajna Research Indonesia (2018) which shows that the 
capital required by prospective members of the Regency/City DPRD is in the 
range of IDR 250,000,000 - IDR 300,000,000. The capital is needed to carry out 
campaigns such as meeting accommodation needs, printing banners and 
pennants, t-shirts, and consumption. Muhtadi in Aspinall and Berenschot (2019) 
stated that the phenomenon of vote buying or buying voting rights which is a 
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form of money politics in Indonesia is at a high level when compared to other 
countries where based on survey results between 25 - 33 percent of voters in the 
legislative election from between 47 - 67 million people received money or gifts 
in the 2014 election. Based on data released by the Coalition to Reject Fraudulent 
Elections 2024, it is known that there were violations in the 2024 election, one of 
which was a violation in the legislative election. The following are allegations of 
fraud based on election categories. 

Violations of money politics are increasingly rampant in the 2024 Election, 
with cases found in various regions such as Depok and Bekasi. The distribution 
of cash along with campaign materials by irresponsible parties adds to the 
seriousness of the election integrity problem. Practices like this not only 
undermine the principles of democracy, but also disrupt the election process 
which should be fair and transparent. These incidents, which were spread 
through social media, show how vulnerable supervision is to fraudulent 
practices in elections (Detik Sumut, February 2024).  

Generation Z, which is a large voter group, is also affected by money 
politics. As the second largest voter in Indonesia in the 2024 Election, with a 
percentage of 22.85%, this generation shows tolerance for vote buying practices. 
Studies show that many Generation Z have received money from political 
candidates, although it does not always influence their choices. 

Generation Z view of money politics tends to be permissive. Research 
shows that most of them consider the practice to be commonplace. In fact, many 
are willing to accept money or rewards from candidates without feeling the need 
to vote for them, indicating the normalization of money politics among the 
younger generation. 

The practice of money politics in the legislative elections in Laonti District, 
as researched by Roy, Koodoh, and Suraya (2019), was caused by the lack of 
public knowledge about politics, the desire of candidates to gain instant support, 
low levels of education, and economic difficulties in the community. These 
factors are exploited by perpetrators of money politics to build legitimacy and 
secure public support. 

Research by Zaiton and Ubaidillah (2019) shows that new voters, especially 
Generation Z, are vulnerable to the practice of money politics. As students who 
are in this generation age, they are targeted in elections. However, research by 
Veronica Dela Rosa et al. (2024) revealed that Generation Z also has an important 
role as election supervisors, who can strengthen the integrity of the election 
process through education, socialization, advocacy, and monitoring, thereby 
helping to reduce fraud and strengthen democracy. 

In Medan City, the practice of money politics in the 2024 legislative elections 
is a serious threat to political development and democracy. This phenomenon 
greatly affects Generation Z, which is one of the significant voter groups. 
Therefore, an in-depth study is needed on the forms, distribution patterns, and 
causes of money politics among Generation Z, as well as preventive measures to 
minimize this practice, especially in the legislative elections in Medan City. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 
Political Development 

Political development is a concept related to change, modernization, and 
the development of the political system. This change can be progressive, towards 
better conditions, or regressive, leading to worse situations. For example, the 
change in the Indonesian political system from authoritarian in the Old Order era 
to more democratic in the Reformation era, which emphasized the sovereignty of 
the people. (Surrbakti, 1992). 

According to Huntington and Dominguez, political development has four 
main concepts: 

1. Geographical Concept: Refers to political changes in developing countries 
that imitate the methods of developed countries, such as socialization and 
political communication. 

2. Derivative Concept: Explains how political change occurs as an impact of 
modernization, which affects the economy, education, mass media, and 
social status. 

3. Teleological Concept: Directs political change towards stability, 
integration, democracy, participation, economic growth, equality, and 
national stability. 

4. Functional Concept: Views political development as an effort towards an 
ideal political system, such as constitutional democracy in Indonesia. 

 
Suradsono (1991) emphasized that community participation is an important 

indicator of political development. In the Indonesian democratic system, 
community participation is realized through elections that take place every five 
years. This system provides opportunities for citizens to actively contribute to 
the political development process, reflecting the important role of society in 
realizing democracy. 
Democracy Theory 

Democracy theory according to Henry B. Mayo (2014) is a political system 
that establishes general policies based on the majority vote, supervised by the 
people through periodic elections with the principle of political equality and 
freedom. Joseph A. Schumpeter (1994) emphasized that democracy is an 
institutional mechanism for reaching political decisions through competition 
between individuals to obtain the people's votes. Aristotle as the initial initiator 
of democracy described power as being in the hands of the people. Democracy is 
now applied in almost the entire world. Characteristics of a democratic 
government include citizen involvement in political decision-making, equal 
rights, citizen freedom, and the existence of elections to elect people's 
representatives. Democracy is realized through a system that allows people's 
representatives to be formed. 
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According to Ginanjar Kartasasmita (2008), democracy has two stages, 
namely transition and consolidation. The transition stage occurs when the 
authoritarian regime collapses and is replaced by a democratic regime with an 
emphasis on political institutions that function procedurally. The consolidation 
stage is marked by democracy that is internalized in society, not just a formal 
political system. Elections are a real manifestation of democracy, namely political 
activities that allow the formation of a representative government. International 
IDEA sets 16 standards for democratic elections, such as legal framework, 
electoral system, voting rights, freedom of expression, media access, vote 
counting, and election supervision. These standards are indicators of whether an 
election is democratic or not. 
Generation Z 

Generation Z is the generation born between 1995-2010, aged 14-29 years in 
2024. They grew up in a complex and uncertain environment, which affects their 
perspective on work, learning, and the world in general. This generation is 
known as the digital generation, because they live in an era of advanced 
technology, use cyberspace for social life, multitasking, have great ambitions, and 
are interested in the latest campaigns Csikos, and Jurherz (2016). Generation Z is 
very familiar with technology such as laptops, the internet, and smartphones, 
which are an integral part of their lives. However, intense exposure to social 
media makes them vulnerable to mental disorders. (Dill, 2015). This generation 
has a high dependence on technology and is known as a generation that relies on 
digital tools for various needs. 

Generation Z has advantages such as good intellectual, openness to 
everything, high motivation, and multitasking abilities. However, they also have 
shortcomings, including individualistic tendencies, lack of respect for the 
process, lack of focus, instant nature, and unstable emotions (Wijiyo, Indrawan, 
Cahyono, Handoko, and Santamoho, 2020). The ease of access to information 
makes them tend to be less patient and prefer instant solutions rather than going 
through a long process (Rini, Surbakti 2016). Social media is one of the 
technologies that is most attached to Generation Z. They are heavy users of social 
media, spending more than four hours a day accessing this platform. (Badri, 
2022). Social media is their main source of information, including political news 
in Indonesia, which is significantly trusted by this generation as the main channel 
for current issues. 
Money Politics Concept 

The meaning of money politics in Indonesian is people's politics. People's 
politics means people's exchange with positions/policies/political decisions in 
the name of the interests of the people but basically for personal or group 
interests. Kurmolo (2015) stated that people's politics as a set of efforts carried 
out to influence others in this case is society by using material rewards or can 
also be interpreted as a way of giving voice to political processes and wealth and 
actions to distribute people, both personal or party property that is intended to 
influence voters' votes. People's politics has become a practice that can create a 
generation of political corruption. Aspinal (2015) stated that people's politics is 
also called the mother of corruption. People's politics causes the political costs of 
a legislative candidate during the election process to become expensive. 
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Candidates who are elected from people's political processes have a big problem 
thinking about how the capital they spent during the election period can be 
returned so that the focus on working for the interests of the people is no longer 
properly fulfilled. 

There are at least four factors that cause the occurrence of low politics in 
Indonesia. The four factors are economic limitations, low education, weak 
supervision, and habits and traditions (Fitriani, et al. 2019). The economic 
limitation factor is poverty. Poverty makes people think rationally, so they get 
disadvantages from political contestation. The low education factor is also 
inseparable from the economic factor which makes people not have the 
opportunity to get a better education. This causes the public to be ignorant about 
politics and affects their behavior towards politics. The weak supervision factor 
focuses on individual adaptation to the regulations that supervise political 
practices, this is influenced by the low level of education which causes the ability 
to understand and internalize well the supervisory regulations that are carried 
out to prevent the occurrence of political practices. The fourth factor, namely the 
habit and tradition factor, is the result of political practices that continue to persist 
so that they become habits in society. 

 
METHODOLOGY 

Research is an effort to renew knowledge and knowledge so that it is not 
obsolete and is always up to date , sophisticated and accessible . applied to the 
interests of society . Burgin ( in Nugrahani , 2024 ) states that research has the 
most important position in science . Scientific research is research that is carried 
out by following scientific principles in each process . One of the basic principles 
of research research is the use of research research methods .Research research 
methods are used to solve research problems in a systematic way .r matis and ser 
su r ai with per queen r ran . How does this research work, which is carried out 
using a method that is a complete process of research destruction . 

This is in line with what Nasution ( 1996 ) said , who stated that Curriculum 
research is research that produces descriptive data in the form of written words 
from the people being observed . 

Further, Sugiyono ( 2019 ) explained the characteristics of curricular 
research , namely that it is conducted in natural conditions , directly to the source 
of data , and the research is a detailed curricular instrument . Curricular research 
is more descriptive. The data collected is in the form of words or pictures, so it 
does not emphasize numbers. Curricular research emphasizes the process more 
than the product or As we come, qualitative research research carries out data 
analysis in an inductive way and qualitative research research further emphasizes 
meaning. 
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The descriptive qualitative method was chosen as the researcher's approach 
to presenting data in a more detailed, specific, systematic, factual, accurate, and 
in-depth manner related to field data. This research investigates the practice of 
money politics among Generation Z in Medan City during the 2024 legislative 
elections. Therefore, the instrument used in this research is the researcher 
themselves. The researcher seeks data related to money politics practices among 
Generation Z students. The stages of descriptive qualitative research will be 
explained in the following sections. This research was conducted in Merdan City 
in general, but in the search for data will be focused on one of the biggest and 
best universities in Merdan City, namely North Sumatra University. The 
researcher decided to conduct data searches at North Surmatera University 
because the researcher was looking for Z generations who were massive in 
carrying out learning activities and organizational activities in the hope of a 
terrburka Z Gernerrasi mindset. 
Types and Sources of Data 
The data collected as part of the research consists of two types, which are as 
follows: 
A. Primary Data 

Primary data refers to information obtained directly from the research 
subjects through informants. This data is gathered using data collection 
processes that align with the research type. In this case, the primary data 
comes from in-depth interviews. 

B. Secondary Data 
Secondary data refers to information not directly obtained from the research 
sources. It can be acquired from documents or other parties who are 
competent in providing valid data. In this case, secondary data includes 
literature reviews and internet traces related to the required data. 

Data Analysis Techniques  
The main principle in data analysis is to make the data or information that 

has been collected can be presented in the form of meaningful descriptions and 
provide interpretations, so that the information has scientific or theoretical 
significance. Qualitative data analysis, according to Miles and Huberman (1992), 
is "an effort made by working with data, organizing it, sorting it into manageable 
units, systematizing it, searching for and finding patterns, finding what is 
important and what is learned, and communicating the results to others." The 
analysis technique used in this study is qualitative descriptive analysis.  

This technique is used to describe, interpret, and describe the collected data 
in a structured and systematic manner. According to Miles and Huberman 
(1992), data analysis activities consist of three main stages, namely: Data 
Reduction Data Presentation Drawing Conclusions/Data Verification 
  



Marpaung, Kusmanto, Irmayani 

926 
 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Forms of Money Politics Among Generation Z in the 2024  

Legislative Election Money politics is defined as a form of fraud carried out 
to gain power. This practice is often carried out by legislative candidates who are 
competing to occupy positions as people's representatives. In its development, 
money politics has undergone various changes in society. This concept, which 
should not have emerged in Indonesia's democratic life, has instead become a 
practice that is considered "normal" by some people, including in each 
generation, with different approaches and methods.  

The practice of money politics by prospective leaders or those who have 
become leaders eliminates the opportunity to obtain quality leaders. In fact, 
leaders are expected to be pillars of the nation's future development through the 
policies they take. However, the practice of money politics tends to lead to the 
emergence of corruption. As expressed by Agus Rahardjo (Chairman of the 
KPK), one of the main triggers for corruption is the high cost of politics. 
Ironically, the perpetrators of this practice are the nation's leaders and people's 
representatives who are expected to be able to become a bridge of social welfare 
for the community, in accordance with the ideals of the Indonesian people. 
Money politics, or in English money politics, is not always in the form of cash. 
This practice is often manifested in a transactional form, namely giving 
something to voters in the hope of getting votes in return.  

However, there is no guarantee that the voters who receive will vote 
according to the giver's expectations. As stated by Schaffer and Schedler (2008), 
"potential voters usually have no guarantee that the voters who receive the gift 
will comply with the agreement to vote for them on election day." This is in line 
with the principle of elections, namely free, where every voter has the right to 
vote without any intervention. Therefore, givers often develop strategies to 
ensure voter support. This strategy is usually designed by adjusting the 
transactional form according to the needs of the voters.  

This not only touches on material aspects, but also non-material needs that 
are psychological or emotional. In the 2024 legislative elections, generation Z is 
one of the targets of money politics. The forms of money politics that emerge and 
are experienced by generation Z may be different from other generations.  

Based on research, money politics among generation Z can be grouped into 
two types based on the transaction:  

1. Direct Transactions Direct transactions are real gifts from the giver to the 
voter with the agreement that the voter will give his vote to the giver. 
Examples of these transactions include giving cash and basic necessities. 

2. Indirect Transactions Indirect transactions are carried out by offering 
services or promises to voters, with the agreement that voters will 
support the giver during the election. It is called indirect because there 
are no real goods received as proof of the transaction, but rather in the 
form of benefits felt by the voters. Examples of indirect transactions 
include providing educational scholarships or shuttle services.  

  



 Formosa Journal of Social Sciences (FJSS) 
Vol.3, No.4, 2024: 917-938                                                                                          

  927 
 

The variation in the form of money politics among Generation Z is highly 
dependent on the needs of voters and the creativity of the giver. Therefore, the 
form of this practice can vary between regions and is adjusted to local conditions 
and the characteristics of the target generation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1.  Money Politics Form Source: Researcher Data Processing Results, 

2024 
Direct Transactions 
Cash Giving 

Money politics in the form of giving cash is the most common form of 
practice during legislative elections. Giving cash to prospective voters is often 
associated with vote buying. This is because the giving of cash is intended as a 
"purchase" of votes from voters to support certain candidates during the election. 
According to Aspinall (2015), giving cash is included in the voter buying 
category, which is defined as the distribution of payments in the form of cash or 
goods from candidates to voters systematically, usually given a few days before 
the election, with the implicit aim of gaining vote support. Meanwhile, Ezra 
(2021) in his research stated that giving cash is a form of transactional politics, 
where the giving of money is not done for free, but has a motive to influence 
voters to vote for the giver, thus providing political benefits. Bruce and Ian (2003) 
stated that giving a sum of money for political purposes can also be referred to 
as campaign financing. 

These various concepts suggest a common goal in the practice of giving 
cash, namely influencing voters to choose a particular candidate in the election. 
As mentioned earlier, the form and variation of money politics are usually 
adjusted to the strategy designed based on the needs of each voter. The main 
target of cash donations are those who need financial assistance, including 
generation Z. With their unique characteristics, generation Z often has an urgent 
need for cash, so they become one of the main targets in money politics practices 
as part of campaign financing. 
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The amount of cash given varies. Based on information from one of the 
legislative candidates elected in the 2024 Election in Medan City, the cash given 
to constituents ranged from IDR 50,000 per person, without distinguishing the 
target recipient. However, generation Z is also one of the groups receiving the 
cash. This amount is considered very small (MS, 2024), because there are other 
candidates who give larger amounts, ranging from IDR 100,000 to IDR 200,000 
per person. 

There is a perception among candidates that people tend to vote for 
candidates who offer larger amounts of cash. Therefore, the amount given to 
voters varies, depending on the strategy and resources of each candidate. Student 
informants stated that the cash given to generation Z ranged from IDR 100,000 to 
IDR 150,000. The difference in the amount of money given reflects a real 
contestation between candidates who use their material resources as political 
capital. There is a belief that candidates with greater capital tend to win the 
competition, which is indicated by giving more cash to voters. However, on the 
other hand, this contestation also reflects the candidates' concerns that voters will 
turn away if they are unable to provide a competitive amount compared to other 
candidates. This seems to create a "market price" for giving cash in elections. 
Giving Away Basic Necessities 

Another strategy used by candidates is the provision of basic necessities, 
not only to generation Z, but also to other generations from various backgrounds. 
The provision of basic necessities is a form of money politics that is often 
practiced in Indonesia during the election period. Based on a survey conducted 
by the Indonesian Survey Institute (2022), 22.7% of respondents claimed to have 
been offered money or goods to elect regional heads in the 2020 Pilkada, and 5.7% 
of them claimed to have been offered more than once. Overall, 28.4% of 
respondents had experience of being offered money or goods by political 
candidates. 

Because basic necessities are the basic needs of the community, this gift is 
almost always accepted, especially by the lower middle economic group. 
Research by Pedro and Leonard (2009) shows that low-income groups are the 
main targets of money politics. The Perludem survey also revealed that 
housewives were the most vulnerable to money politics. This is due to the 
targeting by the success team, which often targets unemployed housewives as 
potential voters. 

Generation Z, despite their status as mostly students, also received basic 
necessities as a form of reward for giving their vote to the candidate. Examples 
of this are groceries in the form of rice, cooking oil or sugar delivered directly to 
their homes. The provision of these basic necessities is often accompanied by a 
sheet with the candidate's name and number to make it easier for the recipient to 
vote for the candidate. This strategy of giving groceries is done both in open 
campaigns and through direct approaches to homes. Although simple, this 
strategy has proven to be effective in increasing voter participation and building 
a sense of “indebtedness” to the candidate providing the groceries. 
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Giving Election Packages 
Another variation of money politics is the provision of election packages. This 

package is a combination of basic necessities and cash given by candidates who 
collaborate to gain mutual political benefits. Election packages are generally 
carried out in simultaneous elections, which include elections for the 
City/Regency DPRD, Provincial DPRD, DPR RI, and DPD. Election packages are 
given to people who have been registered as candidate sympathizers based on 
success team data. The distribution is done directly to the houses, with the 
number adjusted to the number of voters in the house. This information was 
obtained from one of the student informants, who mentioned that the election 
package was given by the head of the neighborhood ahead of the 2024 elections. 

The provision of these election packages is a modified form of money 
politics, where candidates from the same party work together to provide 
community needs in exchange for votes. With a personal approach through a 
success team, they approach voters who have close relationships such as family, 
neighbors or friends. Electoral packages often have larger giving amounts 
compared to other strategies, as they involve the collaboration of several 
candidates. This collaboration reflects the utilization of collective capital to 
maximize political support. This practice shows that political contestation is not 
only about vision and mission, but also about the material power used to 
influence voters' choices. 
Indirect Transactions 
Scholarships 

One variation of money politics in the indirect transaction category is the 
provision of scholarships to students. These scholarships are used as a strategy 
to gain community support, especially from Generation Z, the majority of whom 
are students. Scholarships often come from government programs, but can be 
used by DPRD members as a political tool to gain support. 

According to Aspinall (2015), such projects are categorized aspork barrel 
projects, which are aimed at the public with funding from state funds, but have a 
political purpose in order for candidates to gain support from the public. The 
main characteristic of these projects is the claim that the program was initiated 
by the candidate as a form of attention to the needs of the community, especially 
certain groups. 

Scholarship programs are often given to students from the candidate's 
constituency. Candidates use this program to build goodwill among voters, 
especially generation Z, who are expected to re-elect them in the next election. 
These scholarships are also often accompanied by an implicit or explicit 
commitment from the recipients, both students and their parents, to support the 
candidate in the next election. 
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This was revealed by an informant who is an elected DPRD member in 
Medan City. He explained that the scholarship is a government program 
managed by DPRD members. Students who receive the scholarship are usually 
asked for their commitment to vote for the candidate in the next election. 
Although these scholarships are often given long before the campaign period, the 
impact is still felt during the election period, where the scholarship recipients feel 
“indebted” to the candidate. 
Shuttle Mobilization 

Another variation of money politics in the indirect transaction category is 
the shuttle mobilization service for voters, including generation Z. This service is 
usually aimed at students living in the university. This service is usually aimed 
at students who live far from their families. Candidates use this strategy to meet 
the emotional needs of voters, such as the desire to meet with family after being 
separated for a long time. 

This shuttle mobilization falls into the service category, where voters do not 
receive goods or cash in return, but rather receive convenience in the form of 
services. In accordance with Aspinall's (2015) opinion, the category of service-
based money politics involves activities aimed at certain groups. In this case, 
services were provided collectively, for example by renting several buses to 
transport voters. 

One student informant explained that legislative candidates recorded 
students who wanted to return to their hometowns. Free bus tickets were given 
to students so that they could go home and vote for the candidate who paid for 
the trip. After the election process is over, the students are also escorted back to 
their place of education. 

Students who receive this service tend not to think much of the shuttle as a 
form of money politics. Their main motivation is the desire to meet their families 
without having to incur significant transportation costs. 
Patterns of Money Politics Distribution among Generation Z 

Money politics involving Generation Z does not happen spontaneously, but 
through an organized distribution process. Generation Z is the main target 
because they have the right to vote, and their political choices tend to be flexible 
to change. Money politics aims to influence this generation's decisions through 
the provision of money, goods or services. 

According to Carolina and Maryanah (2020), transactional politics in 
Indonesia is structured, systematic and massive (TSM). This pattern has become 
part of every election, including the 2024 Legislative Elections. Here are three 
main aspects of the distribution pattern of money politics among generation Z: 
Agents of Money Politics 
  



 Formosa Journal of Social Sciences (FJSS) 
Vol.3, No.4, 2024: 917-938                                                                                          

  931 
 

Agents or perpetrators of money politics act as the main link in distributing 
money or assistance to generation Z. These agents can be grouped into several 
categories: 

 Candidate Success Team: They are responsible for channeling aid directly 
to target voters. 

 Social or Community Networks: Some agents come from close circles of 
Generation Z, such as peers or community leaders who are considered 
influential. 

 Neighborhood or RT/RW Heads: In some cases, local officials are used to 
distribute aid under the guise of social programs. 

These agents work within an organized system to ensure that targeted 
audiences, such as university students or youth active in the community, receive 
incentives. 
Location of Money Politics Implementation 

The distribution of money politics to generation Z is carried out in strategic 
places that match their routines, such as: 

 Campus or Student Dormitory: Because generation Z who are actively 
studying are often in this environment. 

 Social Environment: For example, youth community gathering places 
such as cafes, sports venues, or social events. 

 Home or Village: To reach generation Z voters who live with their 
families, distributions are often made directly to their homes. 

The choice of this location is based on the ease of access to generation Z 
while maintaining the confidentiality of the practice. 
Time of Giving Money Politics 

Money politics is usually given at certain times that are considered strategic, 
namely: 

 Before the Official Campaign Period: Conducted to prepare initial 
support, often under the guise of social programs. 

 During the Campaign Period: Giving is done more openly, with promises 
related to certain candidates. 

 Leading Up to Election Day: Referred to as dawn raids, giving is done 
directly to ensure voters support the candidate providing the assistance. 

The timing of this giving is adjusted to the dynamics of the election and 
accompanied by close supervision by the success team so that the assistance is 
truly effective. 
Overview of Distribution Patterns 

The distribution pattern of money politics includes three main elements: 
agent, location and time. These three elements interact systematically to ensure 
that the aid is received by Generation Z and influences their political decisions. 
This distribution process is often carried out in secret, but with a very targeted 
goal: maximizing votes for a particular candidate. 

This pattern reflects how systematic money politics is, from the planning 
level to implementation on the ground, which ultimately threatens the 
sustainability of democracy. 
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Factors Causing Money Politics among Generation Z in Medan City 
According to the research conducted,money politics among generation Z in 

Medan City occurs due to various factors, although this generation is known to 
have better access to information than previous generations. This is in line with 
the Latin American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP) statement that Indonesia is 
ranked third in the world in the practice of money politics. The following are the 
identified causal factors: 
Knowledge about Money Politics and Legislative Candidates 

Knowledge is one of the main assets in decision-making. Generation Z has 
characteristics such as wide access to information and good intellectual ability, 
but in practice: 

 Lack of understanding of the impact of money politics: Generation Z is 
largely aware that money politics is bad for democracy and governance, 
but lacks an in-depth understanding of the long-term impact. This makes 
them more likely to accept money without thinking about the 
consequences. 

 Ignorance about legislative candidates: Many Generation Z members do 
not have enough information about candidates' backgrounds, visions and 
missions. As a result, their decisions are often influenced by giving money 
or goods rather than based on the quality of the candidate. 

 Lazy information seeking: Although generation Z has access to extensive 
information, they often rely on instant information and do not delve into 
the details of candidates, which ultimately opens up opportunities for 
money politics. 

Lifestyle 
Generation Z's lifestyle characteristics greatly influence their involvement 

in money politics. The factors that stand out are: 
 Instantaneous tendency: Generation Z, which grew up in the era of digital 

technology, tends to want quick results without great effort. Money 
politics is seen as an easy way to get money without hard work. 

 FOMO (Fear of Missing Out): Generation Z is often afraid of missing out 
on certain trends, events or activities. This anxiety motivates them to 
accept money to fulfill their lifestyle, such as buying trending items or 
following peer activities. 

 Socio-economic pressures: Unlike previous generations who prioritized 
basic needs such as food or clothing, generation Z often uses money to 
meet lifestyle needs. The economic pressure to follow trends makes them 
more vulnerable to money politics. 

Opinions of Research Informants 
Several interviews support these findings. One informant stated: 
“Generation Z is willing to accept political money because they feel that it 

is good to be able to get money without hard work to fulfill their lifestyle.” 
(Interview, June 25, 2024) 

This suggests that pragmatism and lifestyle are the main drivers of 
Generation Z's acceptance of money politics. The economic pressure felt by this 
generation is no longer about basic needs, but rather about meeting the needs of 
a modern lifestyle. 



 Formosa Journal of Social Sciences (FJSS) 
Vol.3, No.4, 2024: 917-938                                                                                          

  933 
 

Link to Economy and Education 
The practice of money politics is also related to economic and educational 

conditions: 
 Weak economy: Research shows that low economic conditions are often 

the main cause of money politics. Generation Z, despite having different 
needs than previous generations, remains vulnerable to economic 
pressures. 

 Low political education: Lack of political education means that Generation 
Z is unable to understand and internalize the rules and monitoring 
mechanisms aimed at preventing money politics. 
 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Based on the discussion that has been explained, the conclusions that can 

be drawn from this study are as follows: 
Types of Money Politics Among Generation Z 

Money politics that occurs among Generation Z can be categorized into 
two types: 

 Direct Transactions: This includes the provision of cash, staple goods, or 
election packages. 

 Indirect Transactions: Examples include providing transportation services 
or scholarships. 

 
The distribution pattern of money politics begins with a data collection 

process conducted by volunteer teams who invite Generation Z to support 
certain legislative candidates. The practice of money politics is usually carried 
out in areas such as cafes, eateries, meeting places, or other locations close to the 
homes of Generation Z or the community. The timing of money politics 
distribution occurs at various times, including the day before the election, the 
evening before the election, the morning of the election day, and in the 
afternoon/early evening after the election. 
Factors Contributing to Money Politics Among Generation Z 

Several factors contribute to the occurrence of money politics among 
Generation Z, including: 

 Lack of Knowledge about the Impact of Money Politics and Legislative 
Candidates: Many of them do not fully understand the impact of money 
politics or the background of the legislative candidates they choose. 

 Desire to Fulfill Lifestyle Needs: Generation Z tends to accept money 
politics because they want to maintain their lifestyle, but they are 
constrained by financial limitations. 

 Relationship or Emotional Bond with Candidates: There is an emotional 
connection between Generation Z and certain legislative candidates, 
making them more susceptible to accepting money politics. 

 Influence of Close Relationships: Factors such as family, friends, partners, 
or admired individuals play a role in influencing their decision to accept 
money politics. 
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 Lack of Certainty Regarding the Impact of Money Politics: Generation Z 
often sees money politics as harmless and does not feel guilty or hesitant 
about accepting it. 

Efforts to Prevent Money Politics in Elections 
To prevent the practice of money politics during elections, several steps 

can be taken, including: 
 Collaboration with Community Leaders and Experts: Partnering with 

community leaders and experts to educate Generation Z on the 
importance of democratic awareness and the commitment to avoiding 
involvement in money politics. 

 Education from an Early Age: Teaching about money politics from 
elementary school through to higher education to raise awareness among 
young people and help them resist manipulation. 

 Collaboration with Influencers and Students: Using influencers and 
students to socialize the dangers of money politics and emphasize the 
importance of making informed electoral choices. 

 Strict Enforcement of Violations: Implementing stricter measures against 
violations of money politics to create a deterrent effect and encourage 
greater electoral integrity. 
 
This approach is intended to help Generation Z become more informed 

and avoid falling into the traps of money politics, ultimately leading to a more 
transparent and accountable democratic process. 
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