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The May 1998 riots in Jakarta took place on 13-15 

May 1998 which became history dark for Nation 

Indonesia, economic difficulties due to the crisis 

that occurred caused the community Indonesia 

experience difficulty fulfil need they. 

Consequence dissatisfaction on government 

Which No capable finish crisis bring up action 

demonstration by public Indonesia specifically 

from circles student. his death four student 

Trisakti make circumstances the more No under 

control with happening unrest in a number of 

place in Jakarta. The ethnic Chinese became one 

of the victims of the riots Where shop, House, nor 

Which identified as owned by person Chinese 

damaged and looted. which method used in this 

study is the historical research method. Technique 

collection data Which used is technique literature 

And technique documentation. The data analysis 

technique used is data analysis technique 

qualitative. Based on results study And 

discussion, take conclusion that ethnic Chinese 

background became victims of the Riots May 1998 

in Jakarta are Entrepreneurs Chinese dominate 

economy and relation between Ruler Chinese 

with Ruler Order New. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Era Order New at under the rule of President Suharto in 1966 gave rise 

to the thought of returning to the spirit of the 1945 Constitution due to the 
development paradigm that emphasizes political freedom for citizens cause 
deviations from the spirit of the Constitution 1945 and Pancasila during the Old 
Order. Hence the New Order government apply strategy stability politics and 
economic growth). Since the start of the New Order era, the government has 
begun to focus on recovery condition political And economy country 
consequence various difficulty economy domestic, high inflation rates, and a 
very heavy foreign burden legacy of President Soekarno. Then the New Order 
government implementing several policies in an effort to improve the economy 
and stability political in Indonesia. As for effort in create stability political in 
Indonesia government Order New give role double to ABRI (Indonesian Armed 
Forces), namely the role of Defense and Security (Defense and Security) and 
Social, the dual role is then known as Dwi Function ABRI. Furthermore in effort 
increase development And economy country government Order New apply 
policy Repelita (Plan Development Five Year). When experiencing a crisis, the 
New Order government did not just sit idly by hand just. Government Order 
New try For overcome crisis monetary the. Freddy bl Tobing state that Bank 
Indonesia (BI) has make an effort maintain mark eye Money rupiah with do 
control in the form of limiting market transactions by widening the range of 
rupiah values and for that BI has spent 500 million US dollars (Fredy BL Tobing, 
2013:15). 

“However, in the end BI was no longer able to continue the policy 
such.After realize inability in overcome crisis monetary policy, on October 8, 
1997 the New Order government ended asked for help from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). Wrong one policy implemented on the advice of the IMF 
was the closure of 16 bank Which not healthy" (Freddy BL, 2013:5,6). 

However, again, again No in accordance with What Which expected 
Where policy applied to have a positive impact, it actually makes it worse 
circumstances Because rather raises reaction market Which negative. Public 
become panic And crowd interesting savings from banks Which will be closed. 
Various policies that have been implemented by the New Order government in 
overcome crisis monetary No walk with Good so that still continued and 
developed into an economic crisis. In fact, from the economic crisis the bring up 
crisis trust Which the more big to government President Soeharto. 

President Suharto then announced his resignation as president before 
media reporters on May 21, 1998. Suharto's resignation from position president 
mark end of regime Order New. Matter the make people overflow excitement 
they with various expression in go for a walk And Parliament building. The next 
leader who was sworn in as president was BJ Habbibie previously is 
Representative President from President Suharto. After serving as President, BJ 
Habbibie compiled six demands for reform, namely the enforcement of the rule 
of law, eradicate KKN, amend the constitution, put Suharto and his cronies on 
trial, remove the dual function ABRI/Polri, gifts autonomy area. The reform 
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movement that occurred in Indonesia in mid-1998 turned out to bring a big 
impact for the Indonesian nation, as well as with  ethnicity Chinese in Indonesia. 

The further fall in the value of the rupiah created panic among the 
middle-class people on. They began to buy groceries in traditional markets on a 
large scale. size and uniform. This causes food prices to soar. while the lower 
classes are getting more and more difficult and suffering for fulfil need groceries 
they. Ascension price Which drastic raises panic Which outside normal on 
public circles lower. It turns out part big student is victim from crisis monetary 
that, where not a few of them are no longer able to continue college and meet 
their daily needs. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEWS 

Researcher use theory Which relevant For determine direction activity 
study. This study uses conflict theory. One of those thoughts has a major 
influence on the development of conflict theory is analysis Marx about conflict 
Which state that conflict main Which happen in society is a conflict between 
classes (Sindung Haryanto, 2012:42). Inter conflict social class is usually in the 
form of vertical conflicts, namely conflicts between class top social, class social 
medium, And class social lower. Conflict This happens because of different 
interests between two social groups or classes which exists. Social conflict is 
actually a process where two people meet parties or more who have the same 
relative interest in the matter Which its nature limited. The creation of social 
stratification/social class since the Dutch era resulted the existence of the terms 
Indigenous groups and Non-native groups, with groups Natives are the lowest 
class. Non-natives are Europeans and Foreign Easterners, while the indigenous 
group is people Indonesia original. There is stratification social since era Dutch 
it turns out inherited until period Order New Which often time raises conflict 
even until violence. As for policy Which applied by the New Order government 
to ethnic Chinese was more directed towards economy, social, And culture, 
Because they No allowed follow involved in affairs political. 

Policy government Order New to ethnicity Chinese in Indonesia contains 
two dimensions, that is culture And economy. Government Order New apply 
policy assimilation For overcome problem Chinese in Indonesia with delete 
three pillar culture Chinese that is, school, organizations, and the Chinese media. 
In the economic field, Chinese ethnicity is given opportunity Which Good For 
develop economy they. Especially after government open door for entry 
financier foreign. Matter This naturally give influence Which strong in increase 
economy in Indonesia. At this time, the aspirations of the Chinese ethnicity were 
more towards the business aspect And economy compared to with aspect other 
Because considered more profitable for ethnic Chinese and the New Order 
government. along with walk time, expansion business Chinese seen develop 
rapidly on late 1980s. As a result of this policy, the economic status of ethnic 
Chinese skyrocketed above people Indigenous. 
 
 
 
METHODOLOGY 
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Method Study 
The method in research is very important to determine the success of 

an study. Generally Which called method is method or procedure For got 
object. It is also said that the method is the way to do or do something in a 
planned and orderly system, so the method always closely related with 
procedure, process, or technique systematic For do disciplinary research 
certain (L. Gottschalk 1986:11). 

In dictionary the New Luxicon Webster's Dictionary of the English 
Language(next called the New Luxicon), method is "something method 
to do something; a procedure for doing something; regularity in do, 
planned, etc.; something arrangement or system Which regular." So 
method There is relationship with something procedure, process, or 
technique Which systematic in investigation something discipline 
knowledge certain For get object (ingredients Which researched) (Helius 
Sjamsuddin, 2007:13). 
 
Method used 

Based on method study, as for method Which used For make it easy 
research process which will done at a later time is method study historical. 
Method Study This is method Which set fact And reach conclusion about 
things Which has Then, which is conducted in a manner systematic And 
objective by expert history in look for, evaluate, And interpret evidence 
For learn problem new the. This research tries to reconstruct what 
happened in the past past complete And as accurate Possible, And explain 
Why matter That happen. In look for data done in a manner systematic so 
that capable describe, explain, And understand activity or incident Which 
happened in the past. According to Louis Gottschalk the historical method 
is a process examine and critically analyze the recordings and relics of the 
past (Louis gottschalk, 1986: 32). Historical research is one of the 
approaches in qualitative research Which aim For reconstruct return in a 
manner systematic, accurate, And objective incident or incident Which 
Once happen in period past with use approach normative and interpretive 
(Muri Yusuf, 2014: 346). 
  Based on the opinions of the experts above, the historical research 
method is the method or procedures used by researchers to analyze events 
that occurred in the past in order to objectively reconstruct past conditions, 
systematic, critical, And accurate. From study This will can achieved 
something study Which based on fact and evidence Which actual and 
accurate. Objective study historical is make reconstruction period past in 
a manner objective And systematic with method gather, verify, synthesize 
evidence For obtain conclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
RESEARCH RESULTS 
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Draft ethnicity 

According to Koentjaraningrat stated the concepts included in the term 
tribe nation is a group of people who are bound by awareness and identity of the 
unity of culture, awareness and identity it often-but doesn't always-too 
strengthened by unity And equality language(J. Bi Narwoko And B. Suyanto, 
2011:197). para expert Sociology use term group ethnic For mention every form 
group Which in a manner social considered is at And has develop subcultural 
Alone. With say other, something group ethnic is a group that is recognized by 
the community and by the ethnic group itself as a group separate. Term ethnic 
with thereby No only concerns groups race, but Also concerns other groups that 
have the same origin, and have relation to one another in terms of religion, 
language, nationality, regional origin, or combined between factor Which One 
with factor Which other (J. Bi Narwoko and B. Suyanto, 2011: 197). 

Based on the opinion of experts, ethnicity or ethnicity are the good people 
of the individual and groups that have their own culture that is different from 
group other, especially seen in aspect origin suggestion somebody nor the group. 
The term ethnicity is used to refer to a group, Which become differentiator with 
group other is located on culture. The meaning of race according to Kottak (1991) 
can be viewed from two aspects; (1) as a social construct ( social construct ); and 
(2) biological constructs ( biological constructs ). In general, experts use these two 
approaches when studying biological/biological diversity, namely grouping 
things together racial differences and explain the differences that something is 
specifically. So too the way scientists pay attention to race which theoretically, 
race is biological ( biological race ) is A group different Because para its members 
own temperament genetics And default from his ancestors. They believe that the 
existence of races exists and it is very important to differentiate many people in 
the togetherness of a society that is biologically the same (hello Liliweri, 2018: 13). 

According to Gill And Gilbert (1988), race is understanding biological 
Which describes a group of people who can be distinguished by physical 
characteristics produced through the process of reproduction. Often race is a 
social status defined in terms of culture rather than race in biological terms. 
Sometimes difference between group ethnic That covers more from one culture. 
Race and racial classification includes physical appearance which also becomes 
base to distinguish that ethnic group (Hello Liliweri, 2018:13). Based on 
explanation in on can said that ethnicity more lead to culture whereas race more 
lead to equality biological or physical form, so that race goes into in part of 
ethnicity. 
 
Draft ethnicity Chinese 

According to Coppel Possible just use term This beginning characteristic 
racial; Chinese full-blooded means person Chinese original And pure, whereas a 
Peranakan means Chinese people of mixed ancestry. The second meaning 
follows first meaning: since the immigration of Chinese people to Indonesia 
before the 20th century nearly all of which include men. Therefore it is considered 
that the Chinese full-blooded born in China And person Chinese Which born in 
Indonesia is crossbreed (Aimee Dawis, 2010: 83). 



Purnomo, Irawan, Koenti 

124 
 

Based on Peacock's observations, full-blooded people are more likely to 
enter the world business And centralized on collection treasure. By because That, 
they very values mercantile courage, thrift, and independence. On the other 
hand, breed looked at value life, position tall in public And flavor safe(Aimee 
Dawis, 2010: 84,85). 

Although these two Chinese ethnic groups have differences, but deep in 
matter origin suggestion they Still in root Which The same, so that can said that 
ethnicity Chinese is somebody Which originate from country of China who lives 
in Indonesia from both Totok and Chinese Chinese Chinese Ancestry. 

The Chinese ethnic culture in Indonesia can be identified as follows: 
a. Language, in terms of language there are four main groups of Chinese 

in Indonesia is Hokkien (South Min; Min Nan), Mandarin, Hakka, and 
Cantonese. In addition, the Teochew people speak their dialect Alone 
Which own level understanding Which The same with Hokkien. 

b. Art show, from facet art show there is theater, music, And dance. 
c. The Potehi Puppet Theater is a type of Chinese puppet originating from 

southern China. This art was brought by nomads ethnicity Chinese to 
various region Archipelago on period past And has become Wrong One 
type art traditional Indonesia. 

d. Music Xylophone Krong is kind orchestra Which blend gamelan with 
Chinese musical instruments, such as sukong, tehyan, and kongahyan. 
The name Gambang Kromong is taken from the names of two 
instruments percussion, namely xylophone and cromong. 

e. Dance lion dance is dance traditional China with use resembling sheath 
lion. Barongsai art is expected to enter in Indonesia in the 17th century, 
when there was a great migration from China South. 

f. Liang Liong dance is a traditional performance and dance Chinese 
culture. This dance is often performed at times certain celebrations. in 
this dance , a team of Chinese people playing dragons carried with 
dozens of sticks. Dancer front lift, nodded, pushed And shake- shake it 
off head dragons the Which is part from dance movements directed by 
one of the dancers. The dancers imitate movements creature dragon 
This, meandering And waves. These gestures traditionally symbolize 
historical role of the dragon showing extraordinary power and high 
dignity. The dragon dance is one of the highlights of the event from 
Chinese New Year celebration in Chinatowns in whole Indonesia. 

g. Celebration And Festival, that is Chinese New Year, Stamp Go Meh, 
qingming, Two Wu, Festival Ronde, Burn the Barge. 

h. Place of worship, Klenteng is the designation of religious worship 
traditional Chinese in Indonesia in general. Because in Indonesia, 
adherents trust traditional Chinese often equated as adherents religion 
Confucius, so pagoda with itself often considered the same as a 
Confucian religious place of worship. In some areas, pagoda is also 
known as tokong. This term is taken from sound voice bell Which 
sounded on when hosting Di Indonesia, specifically in Jakarta public 
ethnicity Chinese is trader nor businessman. When period colonial even 
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ethnicity Chinese dominate in field economy, they made as trader 
intermediary between the Dutch East Indies government and the 
indigenous people. When government Indies Dutch go leave Indonesia, 
para master Chinese Still own role economy Which big in Indonesia. 
Although in fact not all ethnic Chinese in Indonesia are rich kingdom, 
but a small part of their population is the holder of wealth country. 
Peter K stated that issues that are developing and tendentious are 
ethnicity Chinese Which only covers 2% from population Indonesia has 
control the nation's wealth. Chinese ethnicity owns 9 out of 10 business 
groups in Indonesia and controls 80% of the assets of 300 rated 
companies on (Peter K , 2015: 31). 

 
DISCUSSION 
Incident Unrest May 1998 in Jakarta 

Unrest is something circumstances Which chaotic, noisy, rowdy, And riot 
(Sudaryono & Natangsa Surbakti, 2005: 139-140). According to Selo Soemardjan 
Riots are physical ( chaos ) that befall civil society with visible symptoms eye 
form clash between man, from fight bulk until murder, looting, And destruction 
various means And infrastructure, Good facility personal (housing area, car 
personal) nor facility general (place shopping, government buildings, public 
transportation) or other criminal acts (Cello Soemardjan, 1999:11). 

Unrest mass/conflict social in a manner direct will raises impact negative. 
Clashes, atrocities, or riots that occur between individuals to individuals, tribe 
to tribe, nation with nation, and religion with all of these religions will cause 
casualties, material, spiritual, as well the burning of hatred and revenge that will 
have an impact on stopping it cooperation between the two parties to the 
conflict, there is hostility, obstacles occur, and the cessation of social progress. 
All of them will bring up codition And situation disintegration social Which 
hinder development (Bambang Sugeng, 2011:1). 

Based on the opinions of the experts above, it can be said that the riots 
were a state of chaos (uncontrollable) in the form of acts of violence such as fight, 
looting, destruction, murder, etc by bunch people who cause negative impacts 
and losses. Therefore, as a people that human as wise as possible for not riot. 

On May 12, 1998 there was a demonstration in Jakarta, which caused 4 
University student Trisakti died. The next day, a riot ensued in a number of 
places in Jakarta, such as at the Youth Street Intersection (11.00 WIB), Sunday 
Market, Cempaka Putih, Rawamangun, Klender (at 11.30 WIB), Kalibata, 
Pengumben Post, Grogol (13.00 WIB). The conflict started in amidst a mob that 
set car tires on fire before starting fires at shops and car agent. According to 
Syamsul Hadi (2005), during the 13-15 May 1998 riots, trading centers belonging 
to ethnic Chinese were the main targets in around Jakarta. The riots exacerbated 
the community's sense of insecurity, exacerbate mark swap rupiah, And lower 
strength political President Suharto (Peter K, 2015:10). It is undeniable that 
ethnic Chinese in Indonesia which went wrong one victim of the May 1998 riots 
in Jakarta. This is then interesting attention researcher For researched, about 
What just Which background ethnicity Chinese become victim on incident the. 
Researcher only can understand something if you understand the background 
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of the subject. Context The background to this research problem refers to things 
that become reason happening an event. 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. UUPMA Policy (Foreign Investment Law) of 1967 Which causing the 
ethnic Chinese economy to soar above the people indigenous Which 
accompanied with exists relation between businessman Chinese with 
government Order New, so that they capable control economy in 
Indonesia. 

2. Regulations concerning the citizenship status of ethnic Chinese and 
anti-speech Chinese. Problems status citizenship ethnicity Chinese 
Which not visit over on period Order New make they difficulty in life 
patriotic Which accompanied with sentiment anti-Chinese Which 
widespread among the people, so they feel their existence not enough 
safe. 

3. Implementation policy assimilation to ethnicity Chinese applied 
government Order New Also No fully Can finish problems of ethnic 
Chinese in Indonesia, which causes them to still has an exclusive 
nature and there is still anti-Chinese sentiment in circles public. 

4. Relation between ruler And businessman on period Order New, 
rights special Which given to businessman Chinese make they have 
easy access to running and developing a business. This becomes an 
unhealthy relationship that makes society put dislike against both. 

5. Corrupt practices carried out by Chinese businessmen who indirectly 
contributed to making Indonesia fall into a state of economic crisis 
And not visit recover on year 1997-1998. Matter the make Indonesian 
society has a latent conflict against ethnic Chinese And also 
government Order New. 

6. There is settlement separated Which its inhabitants is majority 
ethnicity The Chinese made their homes easy to recognize, so when 
the riots occurred there were several areas that were damaged and 
looted Which identified as their residential area. 

  
ADVANCED RESEARCH 
1. For researcher other 

The need study more carry on about background behind ethnicity Chinese 
became victims of the May 1998 riots, because there were still many who got 
it studied more carry on so that obtain description which are more clear on 
background behind ethnic Chinese fall victim to May 1998 riots. 

2. For Reader 
It is expected that readers can understand about the Chinese ethnic 
background became a victim of the May 1998 riots in Jakarta. Can be used as 
understanding and learning for anyone, so things like this don't happen 
again. It becomes material for reflection for us in the future on how we can 
do it Act by our welfare together at in nation Indonesia. 
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